CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2001. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Amanda Holroyd


   
Jim Gale 
:   Vice Chairman

Diane Merritt



David Brown




Jonathan Sykes

      


   




David Clark :   Parish Clerk



5 Members of the public including: Mr D Lay WCC, Police Sgt Paul Oatway 

and PC John Davis

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
Mr Peter Veasey, District Councillor - due to health. 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
None.

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
3.1
The minutes of the meeting on 2nd August and the extra-ordinary meeting on 9th August were approved.  Proposed by J Sykes, seconded by A Holroyd.

ITEM 4 : LOSS OF COUNCILLOR DAVID PIKE 
4.1
The Chairman read the tribute to David Pike which he proposed to have published in the Chute Chronicle: this was agreed.  With the full support of the Council he also recorded an appreciation of  David's unstinting work for the community since his election to the Council in May 1991.

4.2
The Clerk advised that, following the funeral, the appropriate declaration had been made to the Kennet DC  Returning Officer.  Following his instructions the notification to the community had been made.   He then explained that a formal poll would be held if ten registered members of the parish formally requested one by writing to the Returning Officer by the deadline of 4 October.  If not, the Parish Council would be free to fill the casual vacancy by the co-option procedure.   The Clerk proposed to publish a summary in the October Chronicle - this was agreed.     Actioned : in October Chronicle :  Clerk

ITEM 5 : MATTERS ARISING 
5.1
BOSCOMBE DOWN DEVELOPMENT  It was noted that papers circulated since the last meeting confirmed that the threatened development with it's associated increase in overflying was now unlikely to occur.  Michael Ancram  MP had however observed that we do need to keep an eye on the issue:  this was generally agreed.

5.2
THATCHING OF WELL HEAD   The Chairman advised that the Andover Advertiser were interested in doing a short article on the subject.  

5.3
CRYSTAL PALACE/NZ FARM PLANNING APP'N    The Chairman confirmed that a decision had not been taken by KDC.  A Holroyd then suggested that the Council's observations seemed to have been interpreted as lukewarm and perhaps had not conveyed the full support accorded to the project.  J Sykes then offered to withdraw but was advised by the Chair that this was unnecessary since the position of the council had already been determined.   After some discussion the Chairman agreed to review the wording forwarded to KDC on 10th August and clarify if necessary.   Actioned : Clarification sent 25 Sep 01.

5.4
PLAYING FIELD GRANT EXPENDITURE  The Playing Field Committee requires the agreement of both Chute Parish Councils for any proposal to expend in excess of £500.  The potential for such spend on play equipment had been acknowledged for some time and by previous arrangement Mr R Cherrington, Chair of the KGPF Ctte, was invited to speak on this subject.

5.5
Mr Cherrington passed around some detailed figures and spoke at some length on these.  In summary the Playing Field Committee has some £9K funding available and proposes to spend approximately £6K on the provision of  swing and slide facilities appropriate for younger children.  The remaining balance would be sufficient to cover expenses and a healthy reserve.  After discussion the Parish Council gave their agreement to this  proposal.  

 ITEM 6  :  IRON BEACON & 2002 GOLDEN JUBILEE
6.1
Chute Forest PC had asked for comment on two issues:  provision/siting of an iron beacon from British Gas and the celebration of HM Golden Jubilee 2002 - the type of event is usually celebrated jointly .  Further detail of the beacon had been sought prior to discussion.

6.2
Written amplification had been received by the Clerk but without time to circulate prior to the meeting.  In essence the two issues had been merged since a free beacon was not available but the purchase of one was now being considered as a means of marking the Golden Jubilee.  

6.3
It was agreed that a positive and constructive response was to be made to CFPC but time was needed to determine the best way of taking the matter forward - e.g by a dedicated (joint Parish) committee.  In the meantime the papers provided by CFPC should be circulated asap so that Councillors could give the issue some thought.  Actioned 26 Sep 01 - Clerk

ITEM 7  :  LENGTHSMEN VISIT ON 12-15 OCTOBER
7.1
The Clerk asked for notification of work required by the end of the month so that he would could meet the advance deadline of the Scheme. This was agreed.   Action :  All

ITEM 8  :  PLANNING
8.1
The KDC approvals on the Agenda were noted.  The Clerk confirmed that they had been approved as submitted.

ITEM 9  :  FINANCE
9.1
The Chairman advised that he had examined the Clerk's new format record of expenses and recommended both this payment and the others proposed on the Agenda.  They were seconded by J Sykes and the cheques duly signed ( afternote: signature of the cheque for the Poppy Wreath to await receipt of the confirmatory invoice).  Action : Clerk

ITEM 10  :  CORRESPONDENCE
10.1
Maintenance of Rights of Way.   The Clerk raised the subject of the WCC letter (circulated 30 August) notifying reduced maintenance and seeking Parish assistance in clearing RofW .  Discussion indicated that some were being cleared by landowners but some were thought to be overgrown.   The Clerk is to should write to WCC seeking clarification of the responsibilities etc before the Parish Council agrees to commit to the extensive and un-resourced task of reviewing and maintaining RofW.   Actioned 26 Sep 01   : Clerk
 10.2
Liaison Meeting with KDC Planning Staffs.     The Clerk advised that this year's meeting was to be held on 17 October and sought nomination of an attendee since the Chair was unavailable.  Mr D Brown was provisionally nominated : Clerk to be advised.

10.3
Neighbourhood Watch/ Police Matters   The Clerk advised that Tidworth Police had indicated that the recent loss of our Councillor with special interest in these matters had been noted and nomination of a new co-ordinator was urgently needed.  

10.4
The Chairman then invited the Police representatives to speak.  They recorded that the late David Pike was greatly missed. A summary of crime figures, and an update on neighbourhood watch matters was then provided.  Considerable emphasis was placed on the pilot web-site as a means of real time information exchange.  It was then decided that the various organisational issues should be put on hold until a replacement Councillor had been elected.

ITEM 11  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1
The Chairman recorded the PC appreciation of the efforts of the Chute 2000 Group in organising the successful Donkey Derby etc event.  

11.2
The Chairman drew attention to the matter of the Chute Flag/Flagpole fund .  He undertook to liaise with Mrs Pike and, with David Browns assistance, to look into the future arrangements for running this worthy village activity.

11.3
Diane Merritt drew attention to the radical cutback of bushes/trees to the right of the Upper Chute bus shelter.  It was agreed that ownership should be checked.  Action : Clerk  

11.4
Jonathan  Sykes indicated that the Village Design Team planned a Village Meeting for the 28th October.

11.5
The Chairman then confirmed that the next meeting was scheduled for Thursday  8th November and, since there was no further business, declared the meeting closed…
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